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TheHonorableNestorGarcia,Chair

andMembersoftheBudgetCommittee
HonoluluCity Council
530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813
Fax: 527-6910

Re:Bill 15 CD1

DearBudgetCommitteeChairGarciaandCouncilMembers:

I urgeyou to maintaintheMayor’s Office ofEconomicDevelopmentandnot
enactthesedrasticbudgetcuts OED is importantto my organizationbecauseit provides
key servicesthat wedependon.

Workingwith OED for severalyears,wehavedevelopedmeaningfulprograms
bothin Honolulu andin Naha,Okinawa. Thisyearmarksthe50~’anniversaryofour
sistercity relationshipbetweenthe City andCountyofflonolulu andtheCity ofNaha.

Without thesupportofOED wewould notbeableto planeventssi~chasan
InternationalHulaFestivalthatwilt promotebothHonolulu andNahathis year. We
expect3-5 thousandattendeesatthis first annualevent.

OED providessupporttargetedatthe local Oahucommunity. Theseneedsarenot
beingmetby stateagencies.Giventheeconomicchallengesfacedby our community,
OED hasbeenableto leverageits modestlevel offundingwith publicprivate
partnershipsthat haveenrichedtheeconomicwell beingofourcounty.I urgeyouto
maintaintheMayorsOffice ofEconomicDevelopment.

Thankyou fortheopportunityto providethis testimony.

Hokama
Co-Chairman
Honolulu-Naha50th AnniversarySister
City Committee
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